
Appeal Against Cotswold District Council’s Decision to  

Refuse Planning Permission for the Redevelopment  

of Existing Scrap Yard and Haulage Depot  

to create Electric Car Charging Service Station  

and Associated Works at Scrap Haulage Yard 

Gilder Fosse way, Lower Slaughter 

Gloucestershire GL54 2EY 
 

 

 

Proof of Evidence of 

Mark Wildish MCIAT 

ArchiWildish Ltd 
 

 

 

 

Our Reference: 17-172 

 

LPA Reference: 18/01681/FUL 

 

Appeal Reference: APP/F1610/W/20/3248674 

 

 

 

 

October 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Wildish MCIAT Proof of Evidence  APP/F1610/W/20/3248674 
 

 
  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contents Page 

 

1.0 3       Qualifications and Experience 

 

2.0   4      Why the Proposal is a Good Idea and is Needed 

 

3.0  10      Why this is a Good Location for an Electric Car Charging Station 

 

4.0   17      Design Principles 

 

5.0  20      Declaration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Wildish MCIAT Proof of Evidence  APP/F1610/W/20/3248674 
 

 
  

3 

1.0 Qualifications and Experience 

 

1.1 My name is Mark Wildish and I am presenting evidence for the principle of the 

development, the appropriateness of its location and the motives driving the 

proposal and its justification. 

 

1.2 I am a Chartered Architectural Technologist with 29 years’ experience and I am 

the Director of ArchiWildish Ltd. 

 

1.3 Prior to starting ArchiWildish Ltd in 2014 I worked at John Bradley Associates 

for 17 years from leaving High School before going into partnership at Chance 

& Wildish Architecture in 2008. Working predominantly within a 30mile radius 

of my hometown of Shipston on Stour I have attained invaluable insight and 

knowledge of local planning matters and local politics in the pursuit of planning 

approvals throughout my career. 

 

1.4 My work is mainly residential based designing bespoke one off dwellings, barn 

conversions, small housing developments, extensions and works to Listed 

Buildings. However, I do also work on a number of commercial and public 

building projects each year that due to the locality require a considerate 

approach due to the rural settings and context and I have attained a varied and 

diverse portfolio that continues to help the practice win new clients and repeat 

business. 

 

1.5 Building design is my primary skillset but over many years and many projects I 

have also gained a fair amount of planning experience that has helped me to 

achieve some very tricky planning approvals. I prepare and submit the majority 

of my own planning applications but also work alongside planning consultants 

on others.   

 

1.6 In 2019 one of my projects was the feature of a Grand Designs episode, where 

I obtained (to the best of my knowledge) the first planning approval in the 

country for a modern steel portal frame barn that had been granted conversion 

to a single dwelling under a Class Q Prior Approval to be demolished and a 

completely new larger dwelling built in its place instead. 

 

1.7 Also my design for a New Village Hall for Cherington, Stourton and Sutton under 

Brailes was a finalist for the Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists 

2018 AT Awards and although sadly not the winning design, to have made it to 

the final 6 for its category was a proud moment.  

 

1.8 To have achieved 2 highly prestigious accolades within the first 5 years of 

ArchiWildish Ltd I believe demonstrates pedigree and ability. 

 

1.9 I would describe myself as having a keen interest in cars, my favourite sport is 

F1 racing and I keep pace of motoring news reading articles, watching TV 

programs etc. and I have a strong knowledge of cars and car manufacturers 

being able to instantly identify most of the cars on UK roads old and new. 
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1.10 All my local knowledge, design prowess, enthusiasm and interest went into 

developing the original idea and concept for the Electric Car Charging Station 

project. 

 

1.11 Whilst I have no formal background or qualifications in respect of Electric Cars 

or their Infrastructure, through continued research and experience I have 

concurrently become proficiently knowledgeable on the subject. 

 

2.0 Why the Proposal is a Good Idea and is Needed. 

 

2.1 When the motor car was first invented you had to purchase a can of petrol from 

a Chemist shop and it was the advent of the petrol station infrastructure that 

lead to the widespread use of cars and we are currently at a similar point with 

the mass adoption of battery electric vehicles and once again it is the 

infrastructure that needs to precede the mass uptake in order to become a 

successful switch away from fossil fuel.    

 

2.2 With the government’s ban on the sale of fossil fuel cars from 2035 (which was 

2040 when we first submitted our planning application) and is yet again under 

review with a possible drop to 2030 according to indications made by Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson’s on 26/09/2020 at the UN General Assembly. The 

march towards an electric car future is accelerating at a pace faster than the 

technology and infrastructure can keep up with. 

 

2.3 Battery Electric Vehicles are the future form of propulsion for cars and vans for 

at least the next 20 – 30 years as the ban on the sale of fossil fuelled vehicles 

also applies to hybrid vehicles and other technologies are still in their infancy, 

meaning that battery electric is for the time being how the ban on fossil fuel 

vehicles will be implemented. 

 

2.4 Early 2018 Mr. Peter Gilder and Mr. Mark Wildish had a brainstorming meeting 

to consider potential opportunities for redeveloping the appeal site. From this 

meeting the idea of the proposed electric car charging station evolved.  

 

2.5 It will sound cliché but Mr. Peter Gilder considers this to be a legacy project and 

he wanted to pass on a sustainable and environmentally conscious business 

that would also be financially sustainable and helped cancel out his own 

carbon footprint that had accumulated through his career working within the 

HGV haulage business.  

 

2.6 When the idea was initially conceived general consensus and advice was that 

EV owners would charge their cars at home drive to work charge at work and 

then drive home again. This scenario to Peter and I as people who regularly 

travel up and down the country seemed to only work for a proportion of end 

users and the whole EV adoption encouragement did not portray a complete 

solution for everyone and this we saw as a barrier to mass adoption, but also 

as an opportunity for a successful business idea. 
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2.7 In order to make Battery Electric Vehicle use as easy and as convenient as 

possible for mass adoption it will be necessary to provide roadside charging 

facilities, in a similar (but not as frequent) manner to that as existing petrol 

stations.  

 

2.8 According to YouGov data range anxiety is the number 1 reason preventing 

people from switching to an electric car, closely followed by finding somewhere 

to charge which goes hand in hand with range anxiety.  

  

 
 

2.9 The range of an EV is restricted by the size of the battery and typically cars with 

bigger batteries (longer ranges) tend to cost more. But even the best battery 

electric cars only have a maximum real world range of 259 miles (Hyundai 

Kona Electric 64kWh WhatCar real world test results). 

 

2.10 So the most viable way to address this issue is to have an increased charging 

point infrastructure so that new EV drivers can have greater confidence in 

being able to find a charging point and not worry about the range of their car so 

much. 

 

2.11 The BMW i3 (battery electric car) was first produced in 2013 and when the 

BMW group launched in March 2020 the new Electric Mini they used the exact 

same battery, drivetrain and components as the i3 because it was a proven 

and reliable technology and much like Ford have produced their Zetec petrol 

engine since 1992 to present day. Car companies depend on reliable and 

proven technology in their vehicles and therefore much of the current battery 

technology in today’s cars will still be being used in 10+ years’ time meaning 

that vehicle range will not dramatically change. 

 

2.12 Lithium batteries are the most efficient type currently available and with no 

viable alternative currently available and with the cost, size, weight, capacity 

and chemical components of batteries all being intrinsically linked limiting 

factors for the advancement of battery technology, improvements in charging 

times and ranges are incrementally small because in order to make the cars on 

production lines they need to be affordable for the masses and use proven 

reliable technology.    
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2.13 Percentage of all cars on the road in each country that are electric vehicles, all 

electric battery and plug-in hybrid (data source Wikipedia). 

 

 
 

2.14 At 16th in the list the UK is firmly outside of the top 10 and yet the UK 

Government became the first major economy in the world to pass a net zero 

emissions law on 27th June 2019.  

 

2.15 One reason why countries like the Netherlands are much further ahead than 

the UK in adopting electric driven vehicles is the infrastructure, below is an 

example from a company called Fastned who build their charging stations at 

the roadside, this company is just one example of how a distribution of 

infrastructure along main highways helps make the transition to EV more 

convenient and easy. The Fastned example demonstrates that there is no one 

singular solution to successfully adopting a battery electric future, charging 

from home, at work and destination locations alone will not keep traffic moving 

and the fact that the Netherlands is a smaller country than the UK and yet has 

need for 98 (and growing) roadside charging points does demonstrate that a 

proposal such as ours would at the very least help with the solution. The fact 

that Fastned already have sites in the North of England and are set to expand 

further around the UK also indicates that there is a growing demand for such 

infrastructure.  
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2.16 Both Peter and I met with Stephanie Edwards Head of Infrastructure Policy in 

OLEV (Office for Low Emission Vehicles) at the Department for Transport in 

London on 5th October 2018. We attended this meeting in the hope of securing 

the support of the OLEV for our project, however we came out of the meeting 

feeling somewhat let down and disappointed as whilst Stephanie was very 

complimentary of the proposal and its ambitions she said that she was unable 

to  offer any form of support for the scheme as it was the Government’s view 

that the infrastructure required for the mass uptake of electric vehicles would 

be fronted by the private sector and it was not the responsibility of the public 

sector to fund the huge number of required charging points or to give 

preference to any one project and with subsidy schemes and grants for 

infrastructure projects and lowering the price of new EV cars the Government 

considered that they were already kick starting the move towards electric 

vehicles. 

 

2.17 Subsequently we have come to realise ourselves that this seemingly 

disappointing response was in fact invaluable information for a project of this 

nature and vindication that it will be market forces that drive the change and 

not local or central Government which is completely at opposites to Chris 

Mead’s (GCC Highways) conclusions that our proposal had to somehow fit in 

with an as yet undetermined strategic plan for locating charging infrastructure 

across the Cotswold region. 

 

2.18 With an expediential growth in battery electric vehicle market that is growing at 

a 8% - 9% rate annually the location of the site on a major trunk road running 

through one of the countries most popular tourist destination areas close to 3 

of the most visited Cotswold towns and villages and being over 30 miles from 

the closest motorway, the location of the site struck us as the perfect location 

to serve a multiple number of different end user types. 

 

2.19 10 years ago Tesla was a niche car company that had built a small 2 seater 

roadster that was a bit of a novelty, whereas now they are the most valuable 

car company in the world. This stands as testimony that battery electric 

vehicles are the future. 
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2.20 Looking at all of the major car manufacturers each has major plans to switch 

from producing fossil fuel cars to battery electric zero emission vehicles in the 

next few years, this demonstrates that the billions of pounds being poured into 

the development of new Battery Electric Vehicles that they are (at least for 

some time to come) the future of car power units. 

  

 
 

2.21 The curve chart below shows approximately where we currently are in terms of 

the number of electric cars on UK roads, we have a long way to go in order to 

reach majority adoption although clearly the car manufacturers are stepping up 

their plans as are the UK Government’s climate plans, the lack of infrastructure 

is clearly a barrier particularly in rural areas and our proposal looked at this 

problem and came up with a solution that with foresight of a rapidly growing 

market would create a viable and sustainable business that capitalises on this 

growing demand.   
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2.22 Using an EV for the daily commute to work does not paint a realistic picture of 

family life and does not account for other daily journeys such as school runs, 

shopping trips or other unexpected trips that may have to be done and it 

neither accounts for family trips or holidays.  

 

2.23 WLTP range figures vs real world figures are worse than their petrol or diesel 

counterparts and big variables such as weather, temperature, night time 

driving, how the car is driven all seriously impact range of an electric vehicle 

and realistically who runs their petrol or diesel car down to zero miles before 

refuelling? So quite why the full range of an EV is quoted between a recharge is 

laudable when most people start to panic if their iphone drops below 50% 

charge!! 

 

2.24 For electric cars to become viable alternatives to fossil fuel cars their use has 

to become more convenient in order to convince people to make the switch 

and relying on home charging and a few charging points dotted around at 

supermarkets and pubs is not going to provide the accessibility and ease of 

use that the majority of people will require in order to ditch their fossil fuel cars.  

 

2.25 A facility like our proposal together with other similar schemes like the 

Gridserve service station (Braintree, Essex) currently under construction would 

provide a national network of conveniently located dedicated charging facilities 

that would keep the country’s road network flowing, help alleviate congestion 

issues by keeping road users who are simply looking to top up at the roadside 

and out of busy towns, cities and popular tourist destinations. 

 

2.26 The ability to charge at home or work would not negate the need to recharge 

whilst on the road it would certainly account for the majority of EV charging and 

would mean that charging stations would need to be less frequent than petrol 

stations, but nonetheless with reduced range and the same expected daily 

usage and convenience there will inevitably need to be access to charging 

whilst driving the UK road network.   

 

2.28 Tourism is the biggest contributor to the Cotswold economy and the Cotswolds 

is also an area where many visitors may decide to drive around and visit 

several places in one day but being some distance from larger towns and cities 

without the ability to stop and recharge the area will remain accessible only by 

fossil fuel vehicles for some considerable time. This proposal is not about 

attracting more tourists to the area, it is about accommodating the future 

needs of the people who will be passing through and visiting the area using 

electric vehicles. 

 

2.28 A forward thinking and opportunity seeking idea this proposal has struggled to 

convince the local planning process because it is a new concept that pre-empts 

any specific relevant planning policies, but you only have to observe other 

factors at play such as the latest iphone operating system updated features ios 

14 to see that big tech companies are already seeing the future to know that 

our vision for future electric vehicle charging infrastructure is on its way.   
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3.0 Why this is a Good Location for an Electric Car Charging Station. 

 

3.1 Gilders Yard, Fosse way, Lower Slaughter is a brown field site where the current 

permitted usages include, Scrap Metal recycling yard, haulage depot, HGV 

sales, Bence’s Builders Merchants and a dwelling The Grafters. 

 

3.2 The proposed Electric Car Charging facility will replace the Scrap Yard, Haulage 

Depot and HGV sales area, Bence’s Builders Merchants and the Grafters will 

remain unaltered as a result of the proposed development. 

 

3.3 Currently vehicle movements for the permitted uses on site are not restricted 

and there is a regular amount of traffic moving on and off the site throughout 

the day mainly HGV’s and vans.   

 

3.4 Located on one of the main trunk roads through the Cotswolds on the A429 

Fosse way (a Roman Road) the site is approximately 1.5mile from the centre of 

Bourton on the Water and 2.3miles from Stow on the Wold and 6.5miles from 

Moreton in Marsh. 

 

3.5 The A429 Fosse way connects Cirencester to Warwick & Leamington Spa and 

on to Leicester and also forms part of the route through the region to 

Cheltenham and Swindon heading in a Southernly direction and in a Northernly 

direction connects Stratford upon Avon and Birmingham to the Cotswold area, 

making it a well-used and connected part of the regions highway network. 
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3.6 There is no escaping one of the primary reasons as to “why this site” being the 

simple fact that Mr. Peter Gilder already owns this site and wants to do this 

type of development. 

 

3.7 However when all of the other considerations in regard to the appropriateness 

of the location for this development are applied it becomes clear that when Mr. 

Peter Gilder and I first developed the idea for the facility it was born out of the 

appropriateness of the location. 

 

3.8 Adjoining the busy A429 Fosse way the proposed Electric Charging Station is in 

a convenient location to attract passing business, much like a petrol station it 

is exactly where you want this type of facility – at the side of the road. Indeed 

within 300Metres of the site is a petrol station which was obviously located in 

that position because it was an appropriate and prosperous location to place 

such a facility. 

 

3.9 The site is fairly centrally located between the major destinations of where 

most of the passing traffic will be heading Cheltenham, Swindon, Stratford 

upon Avon, Warwick & Leamington Spa to name a few and between these 

locations there is a sparsity of available electric vehicle charging points. 

 

3.10  Zap Map 2018 as submitted within our Planning Statement 
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3.11 The 2019 statistics show a national growth to 89,600 battery electric and 

144,900 plug in hybrid electric cars on UK Roads and whilst new petrol and 

diesel sales greatly outnumber EV sales still fossil fuel sales have been 

declining whereas EV sales continually grow year on year.  

 

3.12 As of 2020 the Zap Map (which locates all available EV charging points across 

the country) there has only been 1 additional charging point at a hotel in 

Moreton in Marsh and 4 new charging points at Tesco’s in Stow on the Wold. 

 

3.13 The growth of available charging points in the Cotswold area is not keeping 

pace with the expediential growth in the electric car market.  

 

3.14  Zap Map 2020 
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3.15 As per the 4x charging points at the Co-Op in Bourton on the Water the new 

charging points at Tesco in Stow on the Wold are marked as being for the use 

of Tesco customers only and their car park has a 90 minute time limit on how 

long you can park there and so in the true sense of being publicly available 

charging points they cannot be considered as such because their use is 

conditional. Similarly the odd pub and hotel in the area also provide charging 

points but these again have conditional usage criteria and so effectively only 

the 3x charging points at the train station car park in Moreton can be 

considered as being the only publicly available charging points in the area, 

therefore in addition to the people using these charging points at the train 

station it cannot be said that there is sufficient public charging points serving 

the circa 14,000 cars that travel along this stretch of the A429 each day. 

 

3.16 Whilst we would have liked to have been first to pioneer this type of project 

(and we certainly submitted our planning application first) a company called 

Gridserve has obtained planning approval for the first facility of this type in the 

country at Braintree off the A131  https://www.gridserve.com/electric-vehicle-

charging and they claim that their Braintree site will be the first of many of 

these types of facilities that they plan to build across the country with a 

£1billion investment in these types of charging stations with services. 

 

3.17 Motorways already have roadside charging points and it stands to reason that 

not all car journeys are undertaken using the motorway network and much in 

the same way that motorway drivers don’t pull off the motorway and drive into 

the towns and cities they pass in order to stop and charge up their batteries, 

similarly drivers using main trunk roads will not want to drive into busy and 

congested town centres to find a charging point. 

 

3.18 Not only does the proposed site sit alongside a main trunk road that connects 

busy towns and cities in a central location as well as provides an important 

linking road to further major roads and destinations beyond, it has on its 

doorstep 3 of the most popular Cotswold tourist destinations (Bourton on the 

Water, Stow on the Wold and Moreton in Marsh) and can help service the 

electric vehicle charging needs of visiting tourists and local residents, this we 

see as the icing on the cake for this location. 

 

3.19 The proposed scheme is not intended to attract any additional tourists to the 

area, but to merely facilitate those that do and to encourage travel to and 

through the region via low emission vehicles. 

 

3.20 Cotswold towns and villages were built before the invention of the motor 

vehicle and were not designed with cars in mind and Bourton on the Water in 

particular struggles with congestion and parking. Although Stow on the Wold 

and Moreton in Marsh also struggle with traffic jams and congestion and were 

electric charging points on mass provided in these locations necessitating EV 

drivers to have to drive to and stop in these locations to recharge it would only 

exacerbate the situation. It is therefore seen that a site close to but not in any 

of these popular areas could meet this future demand. 

 

 

https://www.gridserve.com/electric-vehicle-charging
https://www.gridserve.com/electric-vehicle-charging
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3.21 Ripping up picturesque high streets to install charging points would be 

disruptive and unsightly and disproportionately expensive due to the rural 

location and the need to provide sub-stations to bring the high voltage that 

would be required in to these towns and villages.   

 

3.22 Bourton on the Water Highstreet – notice parking adjoins the pavement so 

charging bollards would have to be on pavement in front of many listed 

buildings if installed in village centre.    
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3.23 Existing 2x main car parks Bourton on the Water – note tandem parking 

meaning that if charging points installed parking spaces would have to be 

sacrificed a commodity that is in short supply especially during summer 

months. 

 

3.24 One of the major flaws in the logic that electric vehicle owners will charge their 

cars at home is that not every home has a parking space directly available or 

adjoining the home and small businesses such as builders with vans, taxi 

drivers, delivery drivers could similarly struggle where the business does not 

have premises. 

 

3.25 With an enforced ban on the sale of fossil fuel vehicles this situation could 

potentially become the new “Broadband” problem where rural communities are 

left behind for years and the government end up having to fund multi million 

pound schemes to help the local infrastructure play catch up. 
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3.26 The Wilts and Gloucestershire Standard published the following article on 16th 

January 2020.  
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3.27 

 
 

3.28 With London having a quarter of all of the UK’s charging points and the South 

East contributing to give that corner of the country practically 40% it is hardly 

surprising that there is significant disparity between dense urban areas and 

rural communities. 

 

3.29 The Cotswold District is in the process of trying to become a new National Park 

and with the area seeing declining sales of electric vehicles contrary to the rest 

of the UK this type of pioneering development could help reverse that trend 

and put the district ahead of the curve and significantly contribute towards the 

areas ambition to create a cleaner better environment.    

 

4.0 Design Principles 

 

4.1 The design concept is that in a near future with more battery electric vehicles 

on UK roads there will be a demand for access to convenient roadside charging 

that avoids having to drive into busy town and city centres and pre-book a 

charging point you do not pre-book a petrol pump so why should you have to 

book an EV charging point? Similarly because charging unavoidably takes 

longer than filling up a fossil fuel vehicle the services building is focussed on 

providing rest facilities so that people can make good use of their time whilst 

waiting for their car to recharge and enjoy a coffee in the process. 

 

4.2 We proposed 102 charging spaces because the layout was designed to 

efficiently use the whole site and with no prior experience of designing such a 

facility the concept was evolved by simply trying to make the design as 

adaptable and flexible as possible the design was approached with a holistic 

point of view, hence why features such as the bus stop and cycle hire were 

included despite their not being essential or required for the general day to day 

running of the site. 
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4.3 During the planning application process we did not consider that the number of 

charging points would become such a contentious issue and as such despite 

designing the scheme so that it could be built in 4 phases to allow the scheme 

to grow with demand and be able to adapt to changing technology and be 

financially viable, we made no reference to this design feature as considering 

that (for example) places like Tesco can install charging points in their car 

parks overnight without the need for any planning approval, the number of 

proposed charging points (we thought) was an irrelevant point. This point is 

further emphasised by the fact that no one seemed to raise objection to the 

number of “parking spaces” or the associated tarmac and it was the number of 

charging points that was the concern?    (ArchiWildish Ltd Drawings 17-172 – 

15, 17-172 – 16, 17-172 – 17, 17-172 – 18, 17-172 – 19, 17-172 – 20, 17-

172 – 21, 17-172 – 22)  

 

4.4 At the planning committee the types of charging point was also raised as a 

concern but we did not specify the type of chargers because there are not only 

a few different types for different car manufacturers, but with slow, fast and 

rapid chargers available the intention would be to provide a mixture of charger 

types / options because constantly recharging on a rapid charger causes 

battery degradation much quicker and people may want the option to charge 

their vehicle more slowly and the schemes intent is to accommodate multiple 

end users and not merely one type of rapid charger. 

   

4.5 Approximately 14,000 vehicles that pass along the A429 Fosseway every day 

and in the near future 10% will be electric vehicles, meaning that 1,400 

electric vehicles would pass by the site each day and if only 5% of these 

vehicles made a planned stop to charge their vehicle that would provide 70 

customers per day, which is a viable number to sustain the charging service 

station and with a rapidly growing market the site’s viability will only increase.  

 

4.6 The Cotswolds has a population of approximately 139,000 residents and 

attracts about 38 million people to the region each year and these figures do 

not take account of the daily number of people travelling through the region to 

other destinations. The disparity of charging infrastructure between urban and 

rural areas and the current compromises of EV ownership particularly in rural 

locations where journeys are typically greater distances than those undertaken 

in urban areas highlights the need for dedicated charging infrastructure to 

redress the balance and address range anxiety issues and make EV use in the 

rural Cotswolds easier to implement. Clearly there is a market for this need and 

our proposal looks to service this emerging and growing demand.   

 

4.7 Being able to help alleviate some of the future parking problems for Bourton on 

the Water and the surrounding area is an added bonus to this schemes 

location, the idea was conceived knowing the amount of traffic that uses the 

A429 Fosseway and the importance of the road as a major trunk road linking 

North and South which is where the majority of its users will come from. The 

location of the site meant that it was conceived as being part of a sustainable 

future infrastructure network both in a local and a national context it was never 

conceived as a single solution for one particular scenario or user which is why 

phasing and flexibility was designed into the scheme so that the site can adapt 

and evolve with market forces.    
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4.8 Careful consideration was applied to the design of the proposed scheme with 

the natural contours of the site being used to minimise the visual impact with 

the sites natural slope making the 2 storey service building appear as a single 

storey building from the roadside. We believe that the right balance of being 

noticeable from the roadside but not overly distracting by being out of 

character with the area or setting has been achieved with the design and 

indeed this belief was reinforced by the very minor changes requested by the 

District Council’s Landscape Officer and the fact that the design was not 

presented or given as a reason for refusal. 

 

4.9 Provision of onsite renewable technology with solar panels, battery storage and 

sub-station area is a further benefit to the proposal as being able to produce a 

proportion of the sites energy requirements and be able to store that energy 

enhances the environmental credentials of the scheme significantly over and 

above charging stations located in town centres, at shops etc which are 

dependent on drawing all their energy from the National Grid.   

 

4.10 Ultimately the intent is to create a profitable and sustainable facility that seeks 

to capitalise on a growing market and as such careful consideration has been 

applied to the appropriateness of the location and the type of facility to be 

provided in order to ensure that the anticipated market opportunity is realised. 

The site sits on one of the UK’s most famous Roman Roads that links major 

North and South regions, it is a brown field site that historically is associated to 

dirty HGV and scrap yard usage and there is a certain poetic poignancy that a 

site which deals with vehicle end of life should help give rise to the biggest 

change to cars since their invention and contrary to objections we believe that 

for the above reasons there are few better sites for this proposal and therefore 

believe that the appeal should be granted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Wildish MCIAT Proof of Evidence  APP/F1610/W/20/3248674 
 

 
  

20 

5.0 Declaration 

 

5.1 The evidence which I have prepared and provide for this appeal (in this proof of 

evidence) is true and has been prepared and is given in accordance with the 

guidance of my professional institute and I confirm that the opinions are my 

true and professional opinions. 

 

5.2 This proof should be read in conjunction with David Bird’s on Highway matters, 

Guy Wakefield’s on Planning matters and Douglas Allenby’s on Landscaping 

matters. 

 

5.3 This proof should also be read in conjunction with the documents 17-172 – 

Planning Committee Q and A and 17-172 Planning Statement as these 

documents provide further background to the points made within this Proof of 

Evidence statement. 

 

 

 

October 2020 

 

 

 
  

Mark Wildish MCIAT 

AchiWildish Ltd 
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